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Church-State Union Is Catholic ‘Ideal,’ 
Says Widely Used Parochial School Text; 
All Other Faiths Branded ‘Counterfeit’ 


“The ideal situation exists when there is perfect union and accord between Church and State, with each supreme 


in its own field.” 


“In this country the [Roman Catholic] Church has flourished to such a degree that we may 


be inclined to think that separation [of Church and State] is a satisfactory and workable plan. The Church holds 


that this is still a compromise and that the condition is the lesser of two evils.” 


worshiping God must be branded counterfeit.” 


The above quotations are taken 
from Living Our Faith, Book Three 
of “The Catholic High School Re- 
ligion Series,” published in 1945 and 
1946 by William H. Sadlier, Inc., 
under the Imprimatur of Francis 
Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of 
New York. These and other un- 
American precepts are taught daily 


The question of union or separation 
of Church and State has perplexed men 
since the Protestant Revolt. The ideal situ- 


ation exists when there is perfect union and 
accord between Church and State, with 
each supreme in its own field. Such an 





to youngsters attending Roman Cath- 
olic parochial schools all over the 
United States, and in a shocking num- 
ber of instances they are being taught 
by nuns in public schools at public 
expense. Reproduced on this page 
are passages from Living Our Faith 
dealing with ‘‘The State’’ and “False 
Worship.” By using such textbooks 
in its schools, the Roman Catholic 
Church attacks the ideals of democ- 
racy even while its foremost Ameri- 
can prelates continue to pay lip-serv- 
ice to those ideals in their statements 
addressed to the general public. 
Three years have passed since Car- 
dinal Spellman assured the American 
people that the leaders of his church 
were “not asking for general public 
support of religious schools,” but 
Catholic children continue to be 


“|. non-Catholic methods of 





taught disrespect for American con- 
stitutional principles and contempt 
for the doctrines of other religions, 
while public monies are often utilized 
for this purpose. 


$1,000,000 in Missouri 


During the school year 1951-52, 
for instance, it is estimated that 
nearly one million dollars in public 
funds was expended in 18 counties 
of Missouri for the support of paro- 
chial-“public” schools. As computed 
by the Missouri Association for Free 
Public Schools, a POAU affiliate, 
$140,956 in tax funds were used to 
pay the salaries of 94 teaching nuns, 
and state and local aid for other ex- 
penditures amounted to $820,259.62, 
reaching “the staggering sum of 
$961,215.62.” The 25 parochial 
schools involved recently had their 
state aid cut off following a decision 
of Circuit Judge Emmett J. Crouse 
of St. Joseph enjoining the payments, 
but an appeal has been filed against 
his decision. The utilization of public 
funds by parochial schools in Mis- 
souri, Wisconsin, Iowa, Michigan, 
Kansas, Minnesota, Ohio, and other 
states is merely an application of the 
principles enunciated in the parochial 
school textbook, Living Our Faith. It 
remains for Cardinal Spellman to ex- 
plain how such principles can be 
propagated under his Imprimatur at 
the same time that he solemnly as- 


sures American taxpayers that the 
Church does not seek “general pub- 
lic support.” 

Justice Crouse, in his decision in 
the Missouri case, found, in part: 

“1. That the policy of the Roman 
Catholic Church to intermingle edu- 
cation and religious teachings in order 
to secure and strengthen the faith of 
its adherents and to secure indoctrina- 
tion of children in its religious prin- 
ciples is in direct conflict with the 
policy of the State of Missouri in the 


SUBJECT 24 


CATHOLIC WORSHIP. Christ is God 
and the Founder of the Catholic Church. 
These truths are the very cornerstone of our 
Faith. Christ left to His Church not only 
the body of revealed truth but the author- 
i” to make laws for the worship of God. 

o other institution on earth has the same 
- All other ways of worshiping God, 
ound in the numberless non-Catholic so 
cieties, are false. 


COUNTERFEIT RELIGIONS. The ma- 
terial, size, and = ~ of the paper and 
n 


metal money in the United States is deter- 
mined and authorized’ by the government. 
No other money is legal tender, and any 
other agency issuing such money is guilty 
of counterfeiting. In the same way, non- 
Catholic methods of worshiping God must 
be branded counterfeit. Each in its own 
way more or less imitates the true religion, 
et lacks the true value of the genuine 
aith of Christ. Therefore we cannot prac- 
bemawithout dire ty. 





(Continued on next page) 








fields of public education and of the 
free public schools; that the educa- 
tional policies of the State of Mis- 
souri as expressed in its constitution 
and laws, and the educational policies 
of the Roman Catholic Church can- 
not be effectuated in any single school 
at the same time; that said policies 


THE CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
STATES. In this country the Church has 
flourished to such a degree that we may be 
inclined to think that separation is a satis- 
factory and workable plan. The Church 
holds that this is still a compromise and 
that the condition is the lesser of two evils. 

In 1895, Pope Leo XIII wrote to the 
Church in the United States: The fact that 
Catholicity with you is in good condition, 
nay, is even enjoying prosperous growth, is 
by all means to be attributed to the fec- 
undity with which God has endowed His 
Church, in virtue of which, unless men 
or circumstances interfere, she spontane- 
ously expands and propagates herself; but 
she would bring forth more abundant fruits 
if in addition to liberty, she enjoyed the 
favor of the laws and the patronage of 
public authority. This does not mean that 
he or his successors advocate a change, or 
would make Catholicism the State religion. 
They realize that the number of different 
religions makes union with the State im- 


are utterly inconsistent and mutually 
exclusive. 

“2. That wherever the educational 
policy of the Roman Catholic Church 
is in effect, wholly or partially, in 
any school, that school cannot in fact 
be a free public school within the 
meaning of the constitution and laws 
of the State of Missouri, even though 
such school be denominated a free 
public school. .. . 

“3. That the nuns of the Order of 
Poor School Sisters of Notre Dame 
and the nuns of the Order of Sisters 
of the Adoration of the Most Precious 
Blood of O’Fallon are by virtue of 
their vows of poverty and of obedience 
to Church authorities disqualified 
from employment as teachers in the 
free public schools of Missouri... . 

“4. That the defendant Reorgan- 
ized School District Number §8, 
Franklin County, Missouri, and the 
directors and officers thereof 
have entered into an arrangement 
with the Roman Catholic Church for 
the joint operation of motor busses 
for transporting pupils to a school in 
Franklin County, Missouri, known as 
the ‘Gildehaus School’; that this ar- 
rangement for the operation of motor 
busses is an unlawful arrangement, 
constituting an unlawful intermingling 
of the funds of said Reorganized 
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(Continued from preceding page) 


School District Number 8 and of St. 
John’s Catholic Church, and con- 
stituting an unlawful use of public 
monies for joint operation of two 
motor busses in aid of a religious 
creed and church for a_ sectarian 
purpose. 

“5. That the school known as the 
‘Gildehaus School’ (namely the first 
school of that name located on land 
owned by the Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis) is not a free public school 
within the meaning of the constitu- 
tion and the laws of the State of 
Missouri. . 


Whose Money? 


As is often the case, the wrong- 
doers in Missouri and other states 
have assumed an air of righteous in- 
dignation and cried, ‘‘Persecution!”’ 
Although the taxpayers’ suits have 
not questioned the right of private 
and parochial schools to exist as in- 
dependent and self-supporting en- 
tities, the issue has been falsified by 
special pleaders who say that private 
schools will be destroyed if the law 
is enforced. Judge Crouse, in his 
decision, observed that the teaching 
nuns are “competent and qualified 
women who have unselfishly devoted 
their lives to the performance of the 
objects of the respective orders,” but, 
since those objects were not public 
ones, he held that they could not law- 
fully be effectuated through the use 
of public funds. Those who argue 
that such a decision manifests a hos- 
tility to Roman Catholicism or re- 
ligion in general are confessing that 
they conceive religion to be a state 
function. This was not the view of 
the men who founded America as a 
nation “conceived in liberty.” 

It is rather the public school 
system—and not the private school 
systems—which is threatened with 
destruction. It was this very real 
danger which Harvard University 
President James Bryant Conant had 
in mind when he delivered his April 
address on “Unity and Diversity in 
Secondary Education’ before the 
American Association of School Ad- 
ministrators in Boston. His words 
bear repeating now: “We do not have 
and have never had an established 
church. To my mind, our schools 
should serve all creeds. The greater 
the proportion of our youth who at- 
tend independent schools, the greater 
the threat to our democratic unity. 
Therefore, to use taxpayers’ money to 





Church-State Union Is Catholic ‘Ideal’ 


assist such a move is, for me, to sug. 
gest that American society use its 
own hands to destroy itself.” 


A FALSE RELIGION. Like all partially 
Christian sects, such social agéncies as the 
Salvation Army, the Friend’s Committee, 
and the Y. M. C. A. are not a true religion, 
and acceptance of them as such is a for 
of false worship. The slight creed’ which 
they maintain rejects the major portions o 
the doctrine of Christ. Some of the mem: 
bers say that Baptism is unnecessary, all 
reject the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist, 
and none accept the supremacy of the 
Pope. In fact, belief in Christ is the only 
major dogma with them, and most of them 
deny His Divinity, looking upon Him as no 
more than a great prophet who had a social 
message. The test of the true religion is 
he Divinity of its Founder, Christ. The 
ounders of such socialized religions are 
erely human. Christ, the Founder of the 
tholic Church, is Divine. 





More Than a ‘Newsletter’ 


With the current issue, the name 
of this publication has been changed 
to Church and State. The word 
“newsletter,” appropriate enough for 
POAU’s first mimeographed bulle- 
tin of May 15, 1948, no longer seems 
adequate to describe the printed and 
illustrated journal which has evolved 
from that humble beginning. Our 
goal is to publish a truly compre- 
hensive periodical on the vital sub- 
ject with which we deal, and we hope 
that our efforts will increasingly 
merit the generous support of free- 
dom-loving Americans everywhere. 

—THE EpITors 





Plan now to attend POAU’s fifth 
National Conference on Church and 
State, January 14-15, 1953, in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Dr. Charles J. Turck, 
president of Macalester College, will 
be the principal speaker. 
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[MEWS From Far and Near | 


@ A policy of running the school system “like a Baptist parochial institu- 
tion” was charged recently to Schools Superintendent P. W. Shelton of La 
Vega (a suburb of Waco), Texas. Five hundred parents petitioned the local 
school board to dismiss Shelton and rehire former high school principal Joel 
Grimland, who, they alleged, had been ousted because he had defended the 
rights of pupils of all faiths and national ancestries. Among specific instances 
of alleged abuses, the petitioners cited compulsory attendance of teachers and 
pupils at religious sessions, the failing of three Catholic students allegedly 
because they had not attended a Baptist convention at Baylor University, 
and the public embarrassment of a fourth Catholic pupil by having public 
prayers said on behalf of his salvation. Board Chairman P. N. Hallmark later 
rejected many of the charges, but did admit that the board had found 
“isolated instances” of religious sessions at the public school and ordered 
them discontinued. 

@ The idea that the churches might take over elementary educa- 
tion in South Carolina if the United States Supreme Court declares 
school segregation laws unconstitutional was strongly criticized re- 
cently by the Rev. F. C. Helms, pastor of the Shandon Baptist 
Church, Columbia, S. C. Governor James F. Byrnes has indicated 
on several occasions that the state legislators would be called upon 
to abolish the public school system should the Court render a de- 
cision adverse to the present racial arrangement. 


@ The “Red Dean” of Canterbury, the Very Rev. Hewlett Johnson, who 
is probably the stormiest petrel on the English political-ecclesiastical scene, 
recently stirred up the greatest turmoil of his career by returning home from 
a trip to Red China and parroting the Communist charges of United Nations 
“germ warfare” in Korea. But in spite of the excruciating embarrassment 
caused the British people by the eccentric Dean’s behavior, Prime Minister 
Churchill and Dr. Johnson’s ecclesiastical superior, the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, were compelled to tell their indignant followers that neither govern- 
ment nor church could do anything about the “Red Dean” so long as he 
refrained from overt violation of any law of the state or the church. Such 
are the trials and tribulations of a land in which “the principle of nationalized 
churches and political appointment to clerical office’—as the Washington 
Post put it in an editorial on “The Dizzier Dean”—holds sway. The Dean 
was appointed to his post by the late Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald as 
a political gesture to “the great mass of English opinion in the mines, 
factories, and fields.” . . . Shortly after this latest ruckus over Dr. Johnson, 
Bishop G. K. A. Bell of Chichester told the Church of England Assembly 
that if Parliament remains unwilling to allow the Established Church more 
control over its own affairs, “we should say that we cannot remain the 
established church.” Perhaps English church leaders are now waking up 
to the seamy realities of state-supported religion. 


@ A veto by’ the mayor of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, recently killed 
a local ordinance legalizing cremation. The Aldermen who had 
adopted the law by a vote of 30 to 6 were promptly threatened with 
excommunication by the Roman Catholic Church for having passed 
what the newspaper, “Tribuna da Imprensa,” called “the municipal 
substitute for hell, organized by the Chamber of Aldermen.” A 
later account in the “London Catholic Times” (August 5) noted 
that Roman Catholic leaders “denounced the bill as violating the 
_* constitution, which recognizes Brazil as a Catholic coun- 
ry.” 


® Parochial and private school children may participate along with public 
school pupils in New York City’s program of providing educational tours 
for school “platoons” visiting the city’s Museum of Natural History, ‘and 
they will no longer have to pay the 50-cent fee formerly required of the 
non-public school children. This decision, made by the Board of Estimate 
at a recent public meeting, was reaffirmed, despite the protests of the United 
Parents Associations, the Teachers Guild, the American Jewish Congress, the 
Public Education Association, and the American Jewish Committee, whose 
leaders argued that the services of publicly paid museum teachers would be 

(Continued on page 11) 
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MINNESOTA WON'T AID 
CHURCH-RUN SCHOOLS 


Elementary schools which give 
daily instruction in Roman Catholic 
doctrines, use sectarian textbooks, 
display crucifixes and holy pictures 
on their walls, and keep records at 
public expense for use by the paro- 
chial school system may not receive 
state aid on the pretext that they are 
“public” schools, the Minnesota 
Board of Education declared recently 
as it withheld state funds from three 
schools in Morrison and Ottertail 
counties. The withheld funds in- 
cluded $16,924 for the Pierz and 
Buckman schools (Morrison County ) 
for the 1950-51 school year and an 
additional sum (not yet announced) 
for the Bluffton school (Ottertail 
County) for the 1951-52 school year. 

Dean M. Schweickhard, state edu- 
cation commissioner, said that in both 
the Pierz and Buckman schools “the 
influence of denominational, reli- 
gious symbols and texts, the distinc- 
tive doctrines, creeds, or tenets of a 
particular religious sect were pro- 
mulgated.” Eugene Meyer, assistant 
state rural education director, re- 
ported that the Bluffton school rented 
a parochial schoolroom for 32 public 
school pupils to attend grades three, 
four, and five. “For all practical 
purposes,” he said, “the entire Bluff- 
ton school is operated as a unit under 
the general control of the [Roman 
Catholic] parish.” 

Two years ago, Henry A. Gau, a 
Roman Catholic resident of Pierz, 
was excommunicated because he ad- 
vocated building a new public rather 
than parochial high school in the 
community. 





George A. Crapullo 


The Rev. George A. Crapullo, since 
1929 pastor of the Irving Square 
Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn, 
New York, and former moderator of 
the Brooklyn Nassau Presbytery, 
died last month at the age of 61. His 
loss is poignantly felt at POAU, 
which he served as one of the early 
National Advisory Councilmen. Dr. 
Crapullo was the author of Roman 
Catholicism and Vital Issues and 
other works, He is survived by his 
wife, the former Margaret K. Cross, 
and his mother. 





A recent issue (v. 10, no. 1) of The 
Biosophical Review, a quarterly jour- 
nal published in Chicago, devotes sev- 
eral articles to church-state relations 
and the pressure for U. S. diplomatic 
recognition of the Vatican. 








POAU URGES U.N. ACTION 
IN COLOMBIAN CRISIS 


Violations of human rights in Co- 
lombia should be investigated by the 
United Nations, POAU Executive 
Director Glenn L. Archer declared in 
a recent letter to Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt. Writing to the former First 
Lady because her activities on the 
UN Human Rights Commission and 
her long record of “service to the 
cause of human brotherhood’”’ make 
her particularly cognizant of such 
problems, Archer noted that “Pope 
Pius XII felt impelled recently 
(June 20) to broadcast a direct plea 
te the Colombian people to avert the 
civil war which he saw impending.” 

The POAU director suggested in 
his letter that “the Colombian crisis 
might more readily be resolved if the 
Human Rights Commission were to 
appoint an impartial investigative 
body to examine the facts and report 
accordingly. . . . A long list of re- 
ligiously motivated assaults and 
murders has been charged against 
Colombia; Protestant church build- 
ings and other property are said to 
have been stoned and burned—at 
least two such incidents having been 
witnessed by U. S. Ambassador Capus 
Waynick and the U. S. Embassy’s 
second secretary, Max Krebs. 


Suppression 


“Nor do I find the statements 
issued by Colombian officials reassur- 
ing. For instance, Luis Gonzalez- 
Barros, delegate of Colombia to the 
UN in Geneva, observed, in a letter 
published in the New York Times 
of July 10, that ‘Article 53 of the 
Colombian Constitution guarantees 
freedom of religion,’ and then added 
that ‘99 per cent of the Colombian 
population is of the Catholic faith 
and that the country therefore ‘has no 
religious problem.’ It is a fallacious 
notion of democracy which holds that 
the size of a majority is a justifica- 
tion for its suppression of a minority 
—but that is the position which 
Senor Gonzalez-Barros took. Was 
the ‘99 per cent majority’ justified in 
perpetrating what a Colombian news- 
paper editor characterized as ‘acts of 
religious savagery .. .'?” 

Mrs. Roosevelt replied on August 
19, stating that the UN Human 
Rights Commission, as presently con- 
stituted, has no power to make in- 
vestigations or take any action with 
regard to situations like the one in 
Colombia. She suggested that a com- 
plaint might be brought before the 
General Assembly. 
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LEADING THE BATTLE FOR FREEDOY 





Edwin McNeill Poteat 





G. Bromley Oxnam 


(With this issue, Church and State commences a series of brief portrait 
sketches of the officers and members of the executive committee of POAU.) 


POAU has benefited from the elo- 
quence and forceful intellect of Ed- 
win McNeill Poteat, its president, 
on many occasions—as when, for in- 
stance, he delivered his memorable 
addresses, Freedom: Heritage or Vic- 
tory and Answer to a Challenge at 
the organization’s national confer- 
ences in 1950 and 1951. Born 59 
years ago in New Haven, Conn., Dr. 
Poteat had traveled halfway around 
the world by the time he was thirty, 
serving as a Baptist missionary and 
educator in China from 1917 to 
1929. He received his education 
at Furman University, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Duke 
University, and other institutions. 
Serving successively as minister of 
the Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, 
Raleigh, N. C., and the Euclid 
Avenue Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
Ohio, Dr. Poteat left the latter post 
in 1944 to become president of the 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 
in which capacity he served for four 
years until ill health forced him to 
take a respite. Today, Dr. Poteat 
is again minister of the Pullen Me- 
morial Church at Raleigh. He has 
served on the North Carolina state 
board of charities and public wel- 
fare, and the Governor’s commission 
on state hospitals. A member of the 
commission on worship of tue Fed- 
eral (now National) Council of 
Churches, Dr. Poteat is the author 
of such recent books as Purables of 
Crisis and God Makes the Difference. 


G. Bromley Oxnam, a vice-presi- 
dent of POAU, was elected Method- 
ist Bishop for the Washington area 
early in June, and at a farewell din- 
ner given in his honor by the Meth- 
odist constituency in New York— 
where he had been Bishop—he prom- 
ised to devote all his talents to mak- 
ing the voice of “America’s largest 
Protestant denomination” heard on 
behalf of peace, morality, and polit- 
ical righteousness. Born in Sonora, 
Calif., on August 14, 1891, Bishop 
Oxnam was ordained in 1916, and 
became pastor of the Poplar Church, 
California. After becoming secretary 
of the Los Angeles Missionary and 
Church Extension Society, he under- 
took studies in Japan, China, and In- 
dia, and attended the American Semi- 
nar in London in 1921. Bishop Oxnam 
was professor of social ethics at the 
University of Southern California 
from 1919 to 1923. He served as 
president of De Pauw University from 
1928 to 1936, and in that year was 
elected a Bishop of the Methodist 
Church. Bishop Oxnam is a president 
of the World Council of Churches. 
A vigorous exponent of what he con- 
siders to be the socially desirable 
policies needed to solve leading pub- 
lic questions, he has often been a 
target for furious attacks, which he 
has borne cheerfully. Bishop Oxnam 
delivered the principal address— 
“Alerted and Committed”—at 
POAU’s First National: Conference. 
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POAU Ailestones 


(Continued from July issue) 


May 3, 1949. Cincinnati POAU chapter is formed. 


May 11, 1949. Congressman Graham A. Barden of North 
Carolina introduces bill for federal aid to public schools only. 


May 31, 1949. Alabama POAU state chapter is formed. State 
and local units are being formed rapidly in all parts of the 
nation. 


June 22, 1949. POAU replies to the “false and abusive attack” 
made by Cardinal Spellman on Congressman Barden, pointing 
out that “American taxpayers are under no obligation to sup- 
port Catholic education, any more than they are under an ob- 
ligation to support the propagation of the Baptist, Methodist, 
Episcopalian, Jewish or any other faith.” 


June 28, 1949. POAU criticizes House Education Committee 
chairman for subservience to clerical leaders—a subservience 
“as dangerous to the American way of life as the existence of 
Communist lackeys who follow the Soviet ‘party line.’ .. .” 


July 10, 1949. The century-old British Liberation Society 
adopts resolution noting “with great satisfaction that an or- 
ganization has been constituted in the United States [POAU] 
in order to uphold and defend the principle . . . of the separate 
functions of Church and State.” 


July 15, 1949. First printed edition of “Church and State 
Newsletter” is distributed. POAU publicly reveals that it has 
been barred from occupying its new headquarters building 
under a regulation adopted by the District of Columbia Zoning 
Adjustment Board three days after POAU acquired the build- 
ing. The decision is being appealed. 


July 18, 1949. POAU warns that the Fogarty Bill, providing 
for direct federal grants to non-public schools where state 
constitutions forbid such aid, is a “palpable attempt to abro- 
gate the First Amendment to the American Constitution.” 


July 22, 1949. POAU takes note of a move by Congressman 
Sims to force a vote on the “compromise” Thomas aid to edu- 
cation bill, and declares: “The only thing that is ‘compromised’ 
by the Thomas bill is a basic American principle, that the 
government shall not show favor to sectarian groups... .” 


August 6, 1949. POAU chides Cardinal Spellman for his 
“startling” statement that “We [Catholics] do not think it 
should be left to each state to decide for itself” on its policy 
with regard to non-public schools—a statement which, though 
part of a conciliatory explanation issued after the Cardinal’s 
attack on Mrs. Roosevelt, still revealed, in POAU’s view, “that 
the Roman Catholic Church is out to get all it can from the 
government at the taxpayers’ expense.” 


August 9, 1949. POAU leaders Charl Ormond Williams and 
Joseph M. Dawson appear on television to present the affirma- 
tive of the question, “Should Federal Funds for Education Be 
Used for Public Schools Only?” The program jurors vote 9-3 
in their favor. 


(To be continued) 
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Million Cards Printed 
Te Convert Negro Pupils 


More than one million printed 
cards are to be sent “to every Negro 
school in the U. S.” and to other out- 
lets as part of a campaign to convert 
Negroes to the Roman Catholic faith. 
The campaign was announced in the 
April issue of Our Colored Missions, 
published in New York City by the 
Catholic Board for Mission Work 
Among the Colored People. Excerpts 
from the announcement follow: 

“Pope Pius XII has given his apos- 
tolic blessing to a movement to con- 
vert American Negroes to the Catho- 
lic Faith by getting them to honor 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

“The campaign is being promoted 
by the Work of the Enthronement of 
the Sacred Heart in the Home, which 
has headquarters in Washington, 
D.C. It calls for distribution of more 
than a million cards bearing an image 
of the Sacred Heart... . 

“The Fathers of the Sacred Heart, 
who direct the work of the Enthrone- 
ment, point out that St. Margaret 
Mary said she was promised by 
Christ that He would give ‘all kinds 
of blessings’ to those who honor His 
Sacred Heart... . 

“" , . The Holy Father, through 
a letter signed by Msgr. Giovanni 
B. Montini, papal substitute secre- 
tary of state, expressed the hope that 
‘those men of good will, including 
particularly those of the colored race, 
who consent in the spirit of religion 
and faith thus to honor Divine Love, 
experience in themselves the fulfill- 
ment of Our Lord’s promise. . 


“Using” the Schools 


“. . . Letters will be sent to every 
Negro school in the U. S., asking 
school officials to give the cards to 
children to take home to their par- 
CMBe i 6) oa 

“Father [Francis] Larkin [na- 
tional director of the campaign] esti-. 
mates that only about 300,000 of the 
13 million Negroes in this country are 
Catholics. He said: 

“There aren’t enough priests and 
Sisters to reach them all... .’”’ 

It is clear from Father Larkin’s 
remark that the Church hopes to use 
public school personnel to substitute 
for the priests and Sisters who are 
not available for this recruiting cam- 
paign. These crusaders, sincere 
though they may be, reveal once 
again that their Church has no re- 
gard for the integrity of our public 
schools under the principle of church- 
state separation. 
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Religion in Schools Issue 


Aired at NEA Convention 


The accomplishments, needs, and shortcomings of American public edu- 
cation were courageously probed by more than 7,000 teacher delegates at- 
tending the 90th annual meeting of the National Education Association in 
Detroit. During the week-long (June 29-July 4) deliberations, religious edu- 
cation and the relationship of public and private school systems were con- 


stantly recurring topics of discussion 
—questions which were brought into 
dramatic focus at a Thursday after- 
noon session in the Sheraton-Cadillac 
Hotel when Mrs. Agnes E. Meyer 
and Charles P. Taft appeared on a 
program entitled “The Layman 
Speaks.” 

At the outset of her address on 
“‘Public and Private Education,” Mrs. 
Meyer—a member of the President’s 
Commission on Higher Education, 
and wife of an executive of the Wash- 
ington Post—lauded President James 
Bryant Conant of Harvard Univer- 
sity for the speech which he had made 
three months earlier on “Unity and 
Diversity in Secondary Education.” 
Dr. Conant, said Mrs. Meyer, spoke 
as a good American who “does not 
deny the right of voluntary effort 
which is the basis of democracy in 
any field of endeavor, least of all that 
of education,” but does object to the 
diversion of public funds ‘to private 
schools. 


Common Interests 


Secular education, Mrs. Meyer 
continued, is “grounded ultimately on 
the assumption that men are bound 
together by the interests they have 
in common and the ethical ideals 
they share, and are separated by the 
differences which each believes to be 
grounded in ultimate and absolute 
sanctions.” 

Whatever “conflict” exists between 
public and private schools arises 
wholly out of efforts by the latter to 
obtain public funds, Mrs. Meyer 
insisted. She made a careful anal- 
ysis of what she termed the confu- 
sions in the book Why Private 
Schools? by Lawrence V. Heely, 
headmaster of Lawrenceville, whom 
she described as “one of the most 
outspoken opponents of President 
Conant’s position.” But Mrs. Meyer 
reserved her sharpest criticism for 
“certain Protestant religious leaders’’ 
who have undertaken “a voluntary 
reversal of policy toward separation 
of church and state, toward our sec- 
ular public schools and toward free- 
dom of religion, which is far more 
tragic than the Catholic position in 
two respects,” which she gave as fol- 
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lows: “First, it is not the result of an 
external discipline such as the Cath- 
olic Bishops are bound to respect. 
Second, it weakens from within what 
was heretofore a fairly consistent 
Protestant policy of confidence in 
public education. One can have sym- 
pathy with the dilemma in which the 
Catholic Bishops find themselves but 
none with the Protestants who vol- 
untarily accept a Catholic ideology.” 

The speaker warned that unless a 
peaceful solution is found, “this 
cleavage in educational philosophy 
between sectarian authoritarians and 
democracy will lead to the most dis- 
astrous religious clash this nation has 
ever experienced.” To keep the ec- 
onomic foundation of the public 
school system from being under- 
mined, she advocated a revival of 
President Grant’s proposal for a con- 
stitutional amendment requiring 
state support of public schools and 
of public schools only, and suggested 
an additional clause stating that 
“Federal funds cannot be used for 
what are now termed fringe benefits 
for sectarian and private schools, in- 
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American Education Week 


Observe America’s children y& 
work in the classrooms—visit your 
public school during American Edy. 
cation Week, November 9-15. 





12,000 Parochial Schools 


Nine thousand of the more than 
12,000 parochial schools now existing 
in the United States are Roman Cath. 
olic, according to a recent report of 
the National Council of Churches. 





cluding textbooks and transporta- 
tion.” President Grant’s proposal 
was never carried out, Mrs. Meyer 
said, because “no state admitted to 
the Union since 1858, excepting West 
Virginia, failed to insert a similar 
provision in its constitution. The 
people foolishly took for granted that 
the issue was settled and could never 
arise again. .. .” 

Charles P. Taft, prominent Prot- 
estant layman and current Republi- 
can candidate for Governor of Ohio, 
began his talk on “Religion and the 
Public Schools” by noting that he 
could not “quite agree” with either 
Mrs. Meyer or Dr. Conant on the 
alleged evils inherent in a “dual sys- 
tem” of education. The public 
schools, he said, do not adequately 
teach “our common heritage” of 
Greco-Roman and Hebrew-Christian 
civilization, but added: “TI realize, of 


(Continued on page 11) 
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‘Catholic University Publication 


Sees ‘Confusion’ in O'Neill Book 


James M. O'Neill “has seriously misrepresented the [Roman Catholic ] 
Church’s power of jurisdiction” in his recent book, Catholicism and Amer- 
ican Freedom (Harper, $3.50). So states the Rev. Joseph Clifford Fenton, 
editor of The American Ecclesiastical Review, published by the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, D. C. 


Writing in the June issue of the 
Review, Fenton commends O'Neill in 
his first paragraph for having “shown 
up the spectacular inaccuracy of 
some of the recent pronouncements 
by members of the Supreme Court” 
and for having “exposed” Paul 
Blanshard, but he devotes the rest 
of his review to a point-by-point 
refutation of O’Neill’s “misleading” 
and “confused” statements about 
Catholic dogma. The author, says 
this high ecclesiastical critic, “has 
written as if the Church were a pure- 
ly voluntary society, and as if it 
had no power to issue commands and 
real laws which are binding in con- 
science.” 

“The Church, like the state, and 
unlike the university,” Fenton con- 
tinues, “‘is able to issue genuine laws, 
precepts that are binding in con- 
science, enactments which can be 
disobeyed only at the cost of offend- 
ing against God Himself. There is 
physical freedom, but absolutely no 
moral freedom, for a Catholic to cut 
himself away from the true Church. 


“ _. it is definitely not correct to 
say that, in this or any other coun- 
try, no one is under any /egal obliga- 
tion to accept and to follow the teach- 
ing of the Catholic Church. The 
supernatural divine positive law and 
the ecclesiastical law impose legal 
obligations. 


“Unfortunate Parallel’ 


“.. The same serious misconcep- 
tions of the Church’s jurisdictional 
power is even more manifest in Pro- 
fessor O’Neill’s treatment of the 
question of ‘censorship.’ .. . 

“. . . Professor O’Neill draws an 
unfortunate parallel between the 
power of . . . newspaper critics and 
the power of the Church authori- 


“Now it remains perfectly true 
that no one can be punished for fail- 
ing to follow advice, but Professor 
O’Neill’s treatment of this subject 
takes no cognizance of the highly im- 
portant fact that a bishop has a right, 
and sometimes has a duty (canon 
1395), of prohibiting his own subjects 
to read certain books... . 
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“By all means the weakest part of 
Professor O’Neill’s book, however, is 
the brief section devoted to the 
Church’s necessity for salvation (pp. 
201-03). He speaks of ‘the Catholic 
doctrines concerning salvation “out- 
side the Church”’ (p. 202). Any 
Catholic should know, especially aft- 
er the sharp and timely teaching on 
this subject brought out in the pres- 
ent Holy Father’s encyclical Humani 
generis, that there are not and there 
cannot be any Catholic teachings 
whatsoever about salvation ‘outside 
the Church.’ There is no salvation 
outside the Catholic Church, the 
Mystical Body of Jesus Christ. 


“At the end of this section he men- 
tions the fact that Blanshard has 
stated that the Catholic teaching on 
this point shows ‘narrowness of out- 
look’ and that Blanshard ‘adds that 
“the doctrine is still official that: 
outside of the Church there is no 
salvation”’ (p. 203). The next sen- 
tence contains Professor O’Neill’s 
commentary on Blanshard’s observa- 
tion. ‘For Mr. Blanshard to repeat 
this ancient nonsense is inexcusable.’ 
From the context, it is difficult to see 
how the teaching that there is no sal- 
vation outside the Catholic Church 
could fail to be included iff what Pro- 
fessor O’Neill designates as ‘this an- 
cient nonsense.’ 


“Divinely Revealed” 


“The teaching that there is no 
salvation outside of the Catholic 
Church is a divinely revealed dogma. 
It is a truth which we are obliged to 
believe. ... Furthermore, less than 
two years ago, the Holy Father him- 
self listed a watering-down of this 
teaching among the theological er- 
rors in the Humani generis. If the 
reduction of the teaching on the 
Church’s necessity for salvation ‘to 
an empty formula’ was judged wor- 
thy of reproof, what are we to think 
of a treatment of the subject which 
characterizes the formula itself as 
‘ancient nonsense’ ?”’ 


At the close of his review, Fenton 
rebukes O’Neill for having misused 
“a passage from Archbishop John 


POAU QUERIES ADLAI, 
IKE ON VATICAN ISSUE 


Presidential candidates Stevenson 
and Eisenhower have been requested 
by POAU Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer to declare their respective 
positions on the question of U. S. 
diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 
In identically worded letters mailed 
on July 28, Archer reminded each 
candidate that he was “expected by 
the American people to make known 
[his] position on the most significant 
issues now before the nation,” and 
declared that the Vatican-recognition 
question was “one of particular in- 
terest to all Americans who wish to 
preserve the democratic concept of 
separation of church and state.” He 
warned that the “many millions who 
opposed an Ambassador to the Vati- 
can will be equally opposed to the 
sending of any lesser U. S. official,” 
as has been proposed by some politi- 
cal leaders. 

At this writing, the only reply has 
been an acknowledgment dated Au- 
gust 12 from Arthur H. Vandenberg 
of Eisenhower headquarters at the 
Brown Palace Hotel in Denver. Van- 
denberg, observing that the Republi- 
can standard-bearer had not yet had 
an opportunity to personally con- 
sider the request, added: 

“General Eisenhower has always 
taken the position that this country, 
in its dealings with foreign nations, 
should not turn down any profitable 
connections. However, he has never 
advocated the appointment of an Am- 
bassador to the Vatican. General 
Eisenhower feels that this issue is so 
controversial that he would want to 
have the benefit of a consensus of 
opinion of the people as expressed by 
their representatives in Congress be- 
fore he would recommend changing 
existing policies on this issue.” 





Carroll’s famous reply to the apos- 
tate Wharton”—a passage which was 
later repudiated, and which, Fenton 
insists, today does “no service ei- 
ther to the memory of Archbishop 
Carroll or to the spiritual well-being 
of the American Catholic people. . . .” 

Nevertheless, other Catholic jour- 
nals which are published primarily 
for laymen have been publishing 
O’Neill’s book in serial form because 
they don’t mind “misleading” their 
readers in order to smear Paul Blan- 
shard. 





Have you read My Catholic Crit- 
ics, by Paul Blanshard? Order from 
POAU. 50c. 
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VATICAN WORKS FOR NEW 


‘BARGAIN’ WITH U. S. 


In typical close-of-the-session maneuvers, pro-Vatican leaders succeeded 
in jamming through Congress a change in the State Department appropria- 
tion bill which now makes it possible for the President to initiate diplomatic 
relations with the Vatican without even a “by-your-leave” from the Senate. 
Six months earlier, a State Department spokesman at a closed Congressional 


hearing had requested $70,000 for a 
“small mission” to the Vatican, but 
POAU and other organizations pro- 
tested this move as soon as news of 
it leaked out (Church and State 
Newsletter, April, 1952), and Con- 
gressman Prince H. Preston, Jr., of 
Georgia, amended the House bill in 
order to bar any executive action on 
the matter without the consent of the 
Senate. But Pat McCarran, head- 
ing the Senate sub-committee in 
charge of the bill, eliminated the 
Preston “safeguard” and adjourn- 
ment-hungry Congressmen went 
along, being in no mood to heed 
POAU’s warning that the action 
could have consequences gravely in- 
jurious to “American unity at a time 
of international crisis” (Church and 
State Newsletter, July, 1952). 


Anything Can Happen 


As these lines are being written, it 
is impossible to know whether or 
when President Truman or the State 
Department will again accord dip- 
lomatic recognition to the Vatican— 
indeed, such action may be taken by 
the time this issue reaches the reader. 
Current reports from Rome indicate 
that the Vatican would today wel- 
come the establishment of an Ameri- 
can Legation (in contrast to its for- 
mer arrogant insistence on a “full 
Ambassador’’), and that it would not 
even expect Washington to receive a 
papal nuncio. In this connection, too, 
it should be noted that Myron C. 
Taylor, former “personal represent- 
ative of the President” to the Vatican, 
went to Europe again in July on “a 
special mission for President Tru- 
man.” He stopped in Rome to see the 
Pope, and also at Paris and London. 

Whatever the turn of events, 
Americans who believe in separation 
of church and state must once again 
raise their voices in ringing protest 
against any contemplated renewal of 
diplomatic ties with the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Nothing 
but the weight of public opinion will 
prevent such a renewal—or, if a 
renewal has been made by the time 
these words are in print, nothing but 
the weight of public opinion will 
cause the administration to withdraw 
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the move, just as it withdrew the 
nomination of General Mark Clark 
as Ambassador to the Vatican after 
the American people thundered their 
disapproval last year. 

BULLETIN AT PRESS TIME— 
President Truman has just said at a 
press conference that no new ap- 
pointment is contemplated at this 
time. But the State Department ap- 
propriation measure still allows for 
it. Readers should therefore make 
their opposition known to Governor 
Stevenson and General Eisenhower, 
one of whom will be the next Presi- 
dent. Write or wire them today! 


Jewish Educator Says 
Voluntary Effort Best 


A “half century of experience” in 
conducting after-school religious 
classes has convinced Jewish educa- 
tors that free men can accomplish far 
more in religious education by relying 
on their own unaided efforts than they 
can by looking to the public authori- 
ties for support. This is the view 
expressed by Samuel M. Blumenfield, 
president of the College of Jewish 
Studies and superintendent of the 
Board of Jewish Education of Chica- 
go, in an address delivered at the 
twenty-fifth anniversary meeting of 
the National Council for Jewish Edu- 
cation. Said Dr. Blumenfield: 

“With regard to the issue of reli- 
gion in the public school, while the 
Jewish educator must sympathize with 
the legitimate quest of the Christian 
community to provide a religious edu- 
cation for its children, he cannot dis- 
regard the historic factors that have 
led to the separation of church from 
State. 

“The Jewish educator does not 
come to this discussion with empty 
hands, for he can point to a half cen- 
tury of experience in religious educa- 
tion, outside of the public school, 
worthy of the attention of the non- 
Jewish community as well. What- 
ever the shortcomings of the Jewish 
school, it has much to offer in terms 
of ideas and procedures to our neigh- 
bors. By keeping them adequately 





SEGURA RENEWS BLAST 
AGAINST ‘TOLERANCE’ 


“Tt causes one real pain to see the 
tolerance shown toward non-Catholic 
sects among us and the indifference of 
the Catholics toward this question 
and even the sympathy they are dis- 
playing for it,” the senior prelate of 
Spain, Pedro Cardinal Segura 
Saenz, declared in a pastoral letter 
which he made public on August 15, 
The letter called upon Generalissimo 
Francisco Franco to clarify Article 6 
of the 1945 Spanish Bill of Rights in 
order “to protect the rights and duties 
of our Christian conscience. . . .” 

According to the Sevillean arch- 
bishop—who in this latest pastoral 
letter was merely reiterating his ear- 
lier demands for total repression of 
“heresy” in Spain—Article 6, as pres- 
ently interpreted to apply in some 
measure to native Spaniards as well 
as foreigners, is in conflict with the 
1941 accord between the government 
and the Vatican under which the 
former pledged that the state would 
fully support the Roman Catholic 
bishops, “especially when they are 
compelled to oppose the evilness of 
men who are attempting to pervert the 
souls of the faithful and corrupt their 
morals, or when it is necessary to 
prevent the publication, dissemina- 
tion, or circulation of evil and harm- 
ful books.” , 





Correction 


Pedro Cardinal Segura y Saenz, 
archbishop of Seville, was incorrectly 
described in our June issue as the 
“Primate” of Spain. Although Car- 
dinal Segura is the dean of the Span- 
ish Catholic hierarchy and is the for- 
mer Primate, the present Primate of 
Spain is Enrico Cardinal Pla y Den- 
iel, archbishop of Toledo. 





informed of the work of the afternoon 
Hebrew school, the activities of the 
Jewish motivated club and youth or- 
ganization and the effective work of 
Jewish and Hebrew summer camps, 
we could demonstrate to our Christian 
friends that the choice is not neces- 
sarily between religion in the public 
school or no religious education at all. 
If and when a comparatively small 
minority like the Jewish group could 
achieve an annual registration of some 
40 per cent and a total enrollment of 
75 per cent to 80 per cent of its chil- 
dren, there is no reason for the ma- 
jority community, with all the re- 
sources, prestige, and influence at its 
command, to do less.” 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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Parochial-Public Liaison Halted 
In Michigan, Allowed in Ohio 


Fifty-four thousand dollars in “overpayments” of state aid to the Lake 
Linden (Michigan) school district have been recovered by the State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, Dr. Lee M. Thurston, following discovery 
of the fact that parochial school pupils had been included in the district’s 


reports on the number of enrolled pupils. 


garbed nuns began teaching “public” 
school classes this month with the 
oficial blessing of the local school 
board—demonstrating once again that 
church-state separation is honored in 
the observance by some public of- 
ficials while it is honored in the 
breach by others. 

According to an Associated Press 
dispatch from Lansing on August 15, 
Dr. Thurston recovered the overpay- 
ments and ‘‘warned officials against a 
tie-up with Roman Catholic schools.” 
The dispatch continued: 

“In a letter to Harry J. Trainor, 
school superintendent in the district, 
Thurston also notified him the district 
was in violation of the state school 
law and a recent decision of the U. S. 
Supreme Court... . 

“Thurston said his investigators 
had found that parts of three paro- 
chial schools in the district were 
leased by the school district for $1 


But at Fort Recovery, Ohio, 





a year and that elementary classes 
in the parochial schools were taught 
entirely by Roman Catholic nuns. 

“The investigator found Catholic 
books being used in the schools and 
that part of the school day was de- 
voted to religious instruction. He 
said most of the classrooms were dec- 
orated with religious statues and 
pictures. 

“When he entered one class, the 
investigator said, the nun quickly 
changed the subject being taught and 
told the children to put religious 
items in their desks. . . .” 

School Superintendent Trainor, 
however, denied the charges, and State 
Attorney General Frank G. Millard 
later said that his office would take 
no action. 

POAU Director Archer has written 
to State Superintendent Thurston to 
congratulate him for his ‘‘forthright”’ 


OAKLAND POAU GROUP 





J. M. Cheney, chairman of the Oakland (California) POAU Chapter, is shown above in the 
presence of other leaders on july 31 as he receives the chapter's national charter from Dr. T. 
Christie Innes, president of the San Francisco Chapter. Included in the picture (left to right) 
are: Miss Anabel Case, Forbes H. Brown, L. E. Anderson, Vernon Job, Jesse E. Rich, and Mr. 
Cheney, all of the Oakland steering committee; Dr. Innes and W. E. Thorsch, visiting treas- 
wrer of the San Francisco Chapter; and the Rev. Ralph E. Vandersall and Mrs. Valerie Mulligan 
of the Oakland steering committee. 
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Five thousand persons gathered in 
the Tabernacle at Winona Lake, In- 
diana, and radio listeners who tuned 
in to Station WMBI on August 10 
heard POAU Executive Director 
Archer deliver an address on church- 
state relations, as part of the proceed- 
ings at the 59th Annual Winona Lake 
Bible Conference. 





action in recovering the overpay- 
ments, and offering legal assistance 
should he desire it. 


Fort Recovery 


Bob McNeill, state editor of the 
Dayton (Ohio) Daily News, reported 
in an August 9 dispatch from Fort 
Recovery that “nuns in religious garb 
will be doubling as public school 
teachers in this community starting 
next month.” 

“They will teach at St. Mary’s 
school, which previously has operated 
as a parochial grade school exclu- 
sively,” he continued. “It will now 
be a parochial school from 8 until 
9:30 A.M. each day and a public 
school from 9:30 A.M. on. 


“The nuns will be qualified teachers 
and entitled to pay as such at the 
minimum wages prescribed by the 
state. 

“Parochial pupils will not be re- 
quired to pay tuition for public school 
instruction and will be entitled to ride 
public school busses. . . . 


“The parochial schooi’s 143 pupils 
will be enumerated in the public 
school system and state support of 
public school based on the total en- 
rollment. .. . 

“*There will be no religious in- 
struction during public school hours,’ 
said George Jetter, president of the 
public school board... . 


“The public school system will lease 
St. Mary’s building for $1 a year. 
The school may be used for extra- 
curricular or church activities with 
the permission of the public school 
board. The school will remain the 
property of the church. 


“Tt will benefit educationally all 
school children of the town and school 
district generally,’ said Father A. J. 
Cook, superintendent of St. Mary’s. 
‘It is a matter of sharing benefits.’ ” 





“Save Our Schools!” is the title of 
a hard-hitting article by John Bain- 
bridge in the September McCall’s. 
“If you’re alarmed by criticism of 
your child’s school, textbooks, and 
teachers,” says Bainbridge, “speak 
up now or expect the worst.” 








‘Scare Words’ Used to Attack 


Freedom, Dawson Tells Baptists 


The failure of nations and individuals professing the Christian creed to 
live up to that creed has often been due to “improper relations between 
church and state,” Dr. Joseph M. Dawson declared in a 6,000-word analysis 
of “The Church and Religious Liberty” delivered before the August meeting 
of the Baptist World Alliance at Tullose, Denmark. Dr. Dawson, executive 


director of the Baptist Joint Commit- 
tee on Public Affairs and recording 
secretary of POAU, said: 

“. . . for thousands of years the 
Christian Church failed to grasp, or 
to interpret, or to apply the teach- 
ings and example of Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour and Lord. This is why reli- 
gious liberty, which should come first 
in the catalogue of human freedoms, 
has actually been the last to find ac- 
ceptance among men. Thus it is 
pointed out that the Magna Carta, 
the growth of Law and Parliament, 
the Petition of Right and the Bill of 
Rights, all came in English history 
before there was even so much as tol- 
eration. We agree with the eminent 
Italian historian [Luigi Luzzatti], 
‘Religious liberty is the most difficult 
and slowest of liberties to root itself 
in private life and in the life of the 
state, and while it ought to be the 
very basis of a civil community, gen- 
erally succeeds in being only its 
crowning feature.’ ” 

The explanation of “this discrep- 
ancy between Christian teaching and 
practice,” Dr. Dawson continued, is 
to be found primarily in the “im- 
proper relations between church and 
state, beginning with the official rec- 
ognition of Christianity in A.D. 313 
by Constantine and continuing 
through the centuries since to A.D. 
1952. During this long period per- 
secution has never been relinquished. 


Words, Words 


Turning to the contemporary scene, 
Dr. Dawson exhorted Baptists not to 
be “disturbed or diverted by scare- 
words and phrases that arise among 
enemies in the battle against religious 
liberty.” He listed “cultural plural- 
ism” and “secular” as chief among 
the “scare-words and phrases” to 
which he referred. 

“Cultural pluralism,” Dr. Dawson 
charged, is a bugaboo of those who 
adhere to the “old theory of the state 
. . . that it could not exist without 
unity of belief’—a theory which he 
said had been “forever exploded”’ by 
such men as Roger Williams and 
Thomas Jefferson. 

The use of the word “secular” by 
those who are unfriendly to full reli- 
gious liberty, Dr. Dawson continued, 
is reminiscent of the manner in which 
the word “democracy” was used by 
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authoritarian leaders in Andrew Jack- 
son’s day. “Democracy,” observed 
Dr. Dawson, “was greeted by reac- 
tionaries in religion, notably by the 
clergy, identified with the Whigs and 
Federalists, as synonymous with athe- 
ism. President Jackson, a Presby- 
terian, and his coadjutors, many of 
whom were devout Baptists, replied 
that they believed in separation of 
church and state, which alone insured 
democracy. They declined to encour- 
age support of the churches by taxa- 
tion or aid of organized religion by 
the government.” 

Today, the speaker declared, the 
assailants of the public school system 
are shouting “secularism” as Andrew 
Jackson’s opponents shouted “democ- 
racy.” “Of course,” he went on, “the 
Protestant Reformation introduced 
the phrase, ‘the sacredness of the sec- 
ular,’ which sought to do away with 
the invidious distinction between the 
higher ranking so-called religious and 
those in other pursuits. 

“Aside from this idea, since the 
days of Roger Williams most people 
in the United States have recognized 
that civil government occupies an 
area, apart from the rivalry of sects, 
where it deals exclusively with civil 
concerns, without either combating 
religion or aiding religion financially 
or officially. . . . The public schools 
may teach all they wish about reli- 
gion, its literature, its history, its in- 
stitutions, but not personal faith. 
They may teach moral and spiritual 
values, but not sectarian doctrines. 
The hue and cry about the menace 
of secularism in the government and 
the public schools is already begin- 
ning to subside, because it is being 
increasingly seen that the word ‘sec- 
ular’ as applied to them is not a sin- 
ister word at all, but an honorable 
one that indicates a proper separation 
of church and state... .” 





“Duce, I thank you for what you 
give me to make me grow healthy 
and strong. O Lord God, protect the 
Duce so that he may be long pre- 
served to Fascist Italy.”—Prayer 
taught to Italian school children by 
Roman Catholic teachers during 
Benito Mussolini’s regime. 





‘Visitor’ Fails to Meet 
‘Newsletter’ Challenge 


Our Sunday Visitor refuses to ej. 
ther put up or shut up. 

In response to a challenge pre. 
sented to it by the June Church and 
State Newsletter, the Visitor—which 
calls itself “The Most Widely Circu. 
lated Catholic Weekly in the World” 
—declares in its August 31 issue: 

“Tf Our Sunday Visitor reached the 
same people who are reached by the 
Church and State Newsletter .. . it 
might pay attention to an invitation 
extended to it by the editors of that 
Newsletter in the June, 1952, number, 

“The invitation was to point out 
cases in which the editors of this 
Newsletter refused to ‘retract charges 
after they were proved to be false.’ 
We have pointed these things out in 
Our Sunday Visitor by answering ad- 
dresses delivered under the auspices 
of the P.O.A.U., or circulated by this 
organization. We have answered 
these things very conclusively and 
clearly.” 

In the above statement the Visitor 
carefully conceals from its readers 
the true nature of the Newsletter’s 
challenge. Our June, 1952, issue 
said: “In order to facilitate a de- 
bate on the merits of this question, 
the editors of the Church and State 
Newsletter do here and now publicly 
offer to the editors of Our Sunday 
Visitor one full page (approximately 
1,000 words) in any forthcoming is- 
sue of the Church and State News- 
letter, in which space the Visitor’s ed- 
itors may give details on some, at 
least, of their charges of falsehood— 
provided that the editors of Our Sun- 
day Visitor will set aside comparable 
space in the Visitor for the Newslet- 
ter editors to reply.” Thus, if the 
Visitor accepted the Newsletter’s 
challenge, it would be reaching “the 
same people who are reached by the 
Church and State Newsletter.” 


Dishonest “Denials” 


Although it fails to get down to 
cases, the Visitor of August 31 be- 
clouds the issues with its usual 
oblique and generalized statements: 
“We might mention here that the 
editors of the Newsletter, who have 
charged the Catholic Hierarchy with 
seeking all-out support for parochial 
schools and with seeking to get con- 
trol of the State, etc., have never 
made any retraction after these 
charges were denied a hundred times 
by the accused and many informed 
non-Catholics.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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Religion in Schools 


(Continued from page 6) 


course, that the problem of the pres- 
ervation of our inheritance from the 
Greeks and Romans is not exactly the 
same as the preservation of the be- 
lief in God that is at the heart of our 
Jewish-Christian tradition. But the 
two streams are so_ inextricably 
mixed that you would have neither 
liberty nor justice without both... .” 

Taft attributed the resistance to 
totalitarianism which he said had 
been exhibited by European clergy- 
men to their religious faith, and ex- 
pressed doubt that “pragmatists” 
and “skeptics” could offer similar re- 
sistance. To provide a proper moral 
foundation in public educatien, he 
made two suggestions: “Pick and 
train teachers who have personal re- 
ligion,’ and “make every effort to 
secure agreement among the major 
faiths in any locality for the inclu- 
sion in the non-religious courses of 
the maximum amount of religious 
material of a non-controversial na- 
ture... .” He also expressed ap- 
proval of the “released time’ system 
of religious education. 

The speaker, himself a trustee of 
the Taft School, Watertown, Con- 


necticut, concluded that the most 
effective work in religious training 
must necessarily be performed in 
private rather than public schools. 

After the addresses by Mrs. 
Meyer and Taft, a six-member dis- 
cussion panel examined the issues 
further from various points of view. 
A number of challenging questions 
were directed to Taft in particular, 
asking him to be more specific in re- 
gard to curriculum changes or text- 
book innovations which might give 
effect to his suggestions for the pub- 
lic schools. 

Since the Ohioan had not com- 
mented at all on the question raised 
by Dr. Conant as to whether private 
school leaders would forthrightly de- 
clare their position on the use of 
public funds, this reporter ap- 
proached Taft at the end of the 
meeting and asked him where he 
stood on this question. He answered: 
“T supported the Senate aid-to-edu- 
cation bill.” This bill, which POAU 
opposed, would have allowed the 
states to use federal funds for aid to 
private schools at their own discre- 
tion.—S. L. 





NEWS From 


Far and Near 





(Continued from page 3) 


improperly used on behalf of private school pupils under the new ruling. 
City Council President Rudolph Halley advocated deferment of the decision 
pending consideration of community views, but other board members ap- 
proved the change. A Knights of Columbus official was the only organiza- 
tional representative to speak in favor of the item. ... Iowa State Attorney 
General Robert L. Larson ruled recently that parochial and private school 
pupils may not ride on public school busses going to city-sponsored summer 
swimming classes. 


@ Religion is not necessarily a determining factor in deciding on 
applications for child adoptions, the Supreme Court of Massachu- 
setts ruled recently. The case before the Court involved an applica- 
tion by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gally, Jr., of Wellesley, a Protestant 
couple who had cared for a two-year-old Catholic girl who had been 
entrusted to them at the age of three weeks by the child’s mother. 
A lower court decision, relying on a 1950 state law, had ruled 
against the adoption because the law said that “the judge, when 
practicable, must give custody only to persons of the same religious 
faith as the child.” The State Supreme Court, in reversing the 
decision, said that the legislature had not intended to “cast aside 
the familiar and other pertinent criteria. .. .” Justice James J. 
Ronan dissented. 

@ An employment agency to find jobs for ex-priests is proposed by Harold 
R. Rafton in a recent article in The Churchman. The author declares that 
many priests, disillusioned with the Roman Catholic Church because of its 
disegard for the personal freedom of both clergy and laity, would like to 
leave the Church but are faced with tremendous obstacles as they seek to 
find a new way of life. For a free copy of the article, write to Mr. Rafton 
at P.O. Box 8, Shawsheen Village Station, Andover, Mass., enclosing a 3- 
cent stamp for postage. 
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‘Visitor’ Ducks Challenge 


(Continued from preceding page) 

The numerous “denials” to which 
the Visitor refers have been frequent- 
ly exposed as frauds in the pages of 
the Church and State Newsletter, 
with evidence drawn from Catholic 
statements written for Catholic eyes 
alone. See, for instance, in this is- 
sue, the stories headlined “Church- 
State Union Is Catholic ‘Ideal,’ Says 
Widely Used Parochial School Text 
... (p. 1), and “Catholic Univer- 
sity Publication Sees ‘Confusion’ in 
O’Neill Book” (p. 7). 

Finally, the Visitor shows its moral 
and intellectual bankruptcy even 
more clearly by attempting to link 
POAU to groups and publications 
with which it has absolutely no con- 
nection. POAU’s “aim and purpose,” 
says the Visitor, “seem to be quite 
similar to those men who send out 
anti-Catholic tracts from a number of 
publishing houses. For instance, we 
received today in the mail from the 
‘Gospel Art Shoppe’ of Rowan, Iowa, 
a leaflet advertising a book by Maria 
Monk, a fake ex-nun, who has been 
dead for a hundred years... .” The 
Visitor then goes on to make other 
irrelevant citations. 

We sincerely regret that the editors 
of Our Sunday Visitor do not have 
enough faith in their own case to 
accept our invitation to put it direct- 
ly before the readers of Church and 
State. For our part, we should have 
been happy to put our case directly 
before the readers of Our Sunday 
Visitor, had the Visttor accepted our 
challenge—TuHeE Eprrors. 





Nixon Would Let States 
Aid Parochial Schools 


Federal aid for schools in “the so- 
called poorer States” was endorsed 
by Republican vice-presidential can- 
didate Richard M. Nixon in an in- 
terview published in the August 29 
issue of U. S. News & World Report. 
On the question of possible use of 
Federal funds for aid to parochial 
schools, Senator Nixon said: 

“. . I have consistently taken the 
position that aid to the States, once 
it was granted, should be adminis- 
tered by the States and that the Fed- 
eral Government should neither tell 
a State that it could grant aid to 
parochial schools, nor should it tell a 
State that it could not. In other 
words, it should be left to each State 
to determine what it should do un- 
der its State laws.” 
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PIUS XII’S ‘CHOSEN LAND’ 
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PICTURE COURTESY OF EVANGELICAL CONFEDERATION OF COLOMBIA 


The demonstrators in the picture above are shown shortly before they launched a mob 
attack against the Baptist Church of Bogota, capital of Colombia, last December. Gathered 
in front of the church, they carry a sign saying, 


“Colombia es Catolica 
los protestantes 
nos quieran robar 
la verdadera Fe.” 
—which means, in English 


“Colombia is Catholic 
the protestants 

wish to rob us of 
the true Faith.” 


One result of the riot was the smashed window shown elsewhere on this page. In spite 
of this and numerous other cases of violent persecution, Pope Pius XII told the Colombian 
people on june 20 in a special broadcast from Rome: ‘ Colombia . . . is synonymous 
with Religiousness, with a sensitive and living Catholicism, with a chosen land, where our 
Holy Religion is preserved in all its splendor.” 

In a recent letter to Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, former chairman of the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission, POAU proposed a UN investigation of the state of religious 
liberty in Colombia. See story on page 4. 





CHURCH AND STATE 


Menthly Organ of 
Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 





Postmaster: If undeliverable, please notify 
us.on Form 3547, postage guaranteed. 












The Missing Cardinal 


“And what on earth has happened 


: to Cardinal Richelieu, whose brilliant 
} conniving is so conspicuously ignored 
* in our recent celluloid double-thinks 
; on history?” asks “Washington Post” 
j film critic Richard L. Coe in a recent 
' column Referring to the current 
' : - 
n the Iron Mask”’ (based 
on a Dumas story), Coe remarks: “Ags 
{ far as | can make out, the villainy is 
4 laid to one Duke de Valdac and ‘Prime 
' Minister In neither the flash-backs 


nor the main story does Dumas’ lively 
Cardinal show so much as his name, 
although he had a long ‘prime min- 
ister’ career.’ Doesn't Mr. Coe know 
that in Hollywood today Cardinals are 
not allowed to appear in any but the 
most favorable light—regardless of the 
facts of history? 
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Troy Conference 
Endorses POAU 


“We are opposed to the appoint- 
ment of a representative from our 
sovernment to the Vatican State or to 
the Pope.” declares the Troy Annual 
Methodist Conference in a resolution 
adopted at its recent convention at 
Lake Placid, N. Y. ‘The functions 
of the two are_ indistinguishable. 
Public funds should not be used to 
support such a_ representation, 
whether it be official or ‘personal.’ 


We appreciate the service of Protes- 
tants and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State in 
this and other related issues.” 

POAU Executive Director Archer 
had addressed the Conference pre- 
viously. 
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